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It was back in late winter when 
we announced that I would be 
taking four months away from 
St. David’s to go on a sabbati-
cal leave, scheduled for August-
November, 2017.  And, even with 
careful communication, there 
have been many who have mis-
takenly thought it was THIS year 
I’d be away. It makes me laugh to 
think people will look at me this 
fall and say, “You again? You’re still 
hanging around here??” 

Well, I am still hanging around 
here J.  And, I have to reiterate: 
it is a privilege to be your priest 
and pastor, walking a path of faith 
alongside you, God’s beloved at 
St. David’s.  You are people who 
know how to give and receive 
love and how to demonstrate 
Christ’s presence in the world. 
You continue to teach, challenge 
and inspire me.  At the same time, 
it is also a privilege to plan time 
away for renewal so that I might 
return to ministry in Advent 
2017 at the start of a new liturgi-
cal year with you refocused and 
ready for what lies ahead.

We first convened the Sab-
batical Planning Team early in the 

Abiding in God’s Love—
Trusting New Grow th

year with one task to accomplish: 
submitting a grant request to the 
Lilly Foundation’s National Clergy 
Renewal Program.  We worked 
our tails off and accomplished our 
goal, submitting the grant by the 
April 15th deadline.  The title and 
theme of our grant:  Abiding in 
God’s Love, Trusting New Growth. 
Mission accomplished! But—and 
this is what I really want to write 
about—what has emerged from 
that task-focused start has been 
profound: the Holy Spirit, I believe, 
has led us to engage fundamental 
questions of how we pattern our 
ministries at St. David’s so that all 
of us—ordained AND lay—live out 
our ministries at St. David’s and in 
the world.

This fall’s offering of a six-week 
class—CROSSROADS—is one man-
ifestation of the planning team’s 
work (see inside for your invita-
tion to participate). It’s a first step: 
listening for how each of us is par-
ticularly gifted and called by God.  
A second part will come: how do 
we get the necessary tools to live 
out our gifts? And, finally, how do 
we offer ourselves in ministry to 
others, that is, how are we “sent” 

into the world to use our gifts? 
You’ll be hearing more about 

this along the way.  We’ll learn in 
late August whether we receive 
the Lilly grant.  But in the mean-
time, join us for “Crossroads” in the 
fall and, if you can’t, find ways to 
listen with the ear of your heart to 
God’s call to you in this precious 
life you and we are given.

Peace to you.  
See you around this fall!
Katherine 

Important Dates
Creekside Service
One Service Only
9:30 am Sunday, August 21

Kick-off Sunday
Sunday, September 11

Safe Church Training: 
Safeguarding  
God’s Children
Thursday, September 15

Safe Church Training: 
Safeguarding  
God’s People
Thursday, September 22



DoveTalesVolume 5 § Summer § 2016 §2

Dear Friends in Christ

Amazing that our beautiful  
Minnesota summer is coming to  
a close. School is starting, our  
programs are gearing up for the 
year, anticipation is building for 
the fall and winter.  

While summer is a time to kick 
back a bit, your Vestry has been 
working hard.  We made the deci-
sion early in the calendar year to 
change the annual Vestry Planning 
to the summer to be ahead of the 
program year – rather than plan-
ning in February after the Annual 
Meeting which falls in the second 
half of the program year. 

As mentioned in the last Dove-
Tales and described at the State of 
the Parish Meeting in May, we re-
structured our Stewardship Team 
to include six major functional 
areas of St. David’s – Worship, 
Pastoral Care, Mission, Lifespan 
Formation, Community, and 
Operations. Each area has clergy, 
warden, vestry and lay leadership 
represented to oversee that “buck-
et” of teams and activities repre-
sented.  All of these teams have 
put significant time and effort into 
planning for the fall.  We appreci-
ate the over 50 people who have 
been involved in offering input 
and making decisions.

Some of the steps your Vestry 
took over the summer:

•  In July, the Vestry held a retreat 
at ECMN Retreat Center at 
Shattuck-St Mary’s.  During this 
time of reflection, we finalized 
a “tagline” that we can use as a 
quick statement of what  
St. David’s is and we developed 
a mission statement to provide 
focus to all our ministries. 

•  The Communications Team under 
the leadership of Paul Smekjal is 
well under way and has many ex-
citing initiatives to announce with 
our website, social media initiative 
and day-to-day communication 
with one another. 

•  The Mission Team is continuing to 
analyze our involvement, passion 
and capacity for the ministries we 
support.  The Vestry has given the 
“go-ahead” to the Affordable  
Housing Team/Beacon to continue 
to deepen St. David’s involvement 
in the West Metro.

•  We have commissioned two Safe 
Church leaders – Karin Lindquist 
and the Rev Guy Drake. Dur-
ing the spring and summer, they 
completed an extensive prepara-
tion process that enables them to 
facilitate Safe Church Training in 
the Episcopal Church in MN.

•  A thriving team is in place to 
develop leadership in our faith 
community—called The Nehemiah 
Team (ask someone on the team 
why they chose that name!) One 
of the first activities planned is an 
exploration process developed in 
conjunction with the ECMN called 
CROSSROADS—designed to help 
each of us answer the question 
“What do I plan to do with my one 
wild and precious life?”  We have 
25 people registered at the time of 
this printing with room for more!

•  The Lifespan Formation Team has 
many age appropriate opportuni-
ties available this year for people 
of all ages seeking deeper insight 
and understanding of faith and 
how we fit into the world.

•  The Community Team has some 
fun plans for us this year and is 
working to solidify some of the 

processes for the fellowship as-
pects that we enjoy so much at  
St. David’s – coffee hours, 
Wednesday fellowship dinners, 
special events and more.

•  Look for more exciting informa-
tion in this DoveTales and com-
ing up in the Program Guide, 
Kick-off Sunday, and the State of 
the Parish Meeting on October 2 
at the Sunday Forum.

St David’s Episcopal Church:   
Loving God • Loving One Another

Mission:  At St David’s Episcopal 
Church, we are devoted to loving 
and serving God, one another and 
the world.  We honor the dignity 
and freedom for all to seek God at 
their own pace.  We connect our 
life stories with the teachings of 
Jesus. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
we believe our actions transform 
the world.

Peace,                                                                                                                                        
Nan Drake, Senior Warden 

Anticipation Building for Fall

High school is 
so stressful!  
I know I’m  
going to  
college, but I 
think God may 
have more in 
mind for me.  
I’m going to 
sign up for 
Crossroads 
to help me 
do some soul 
searching.
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By Diane Curley 

How often we pose this most 
personal and daunting question, 
especially to our youth upon their 
momentous graduations.  I know I 
can recall such inquiries from car-
ing adults so many years ago, and 
I can also recall the way it made 
me cringe, even way back when!  
Well, believe it or not, I still ponder 
this question some 40 plus years 
later. The difference is that I am 
now asking myself the daunting 
inquiry, and the similarity is that I 
still don’t have the answer. 

I think all of us are continuously 
searching for these answers and 
trying to figure it all out…this thing 
called life and how we fit in. Per-
sonally, I feel not a day goes by in 
which I don’t ask myself what am 
I really doing here? I know all too 
well that I have traveled this road 
of choice and uncertainty many 
times in my past. My milestones of 
angst have ranged from deciding 
upon a career, choosing marriage 
and children, putting my career 
on hold to raise my children, and 
returning to the work place.  All 
those moments caused me to 
pause. Alas, today is really no dif-
ferent. I am now especially sens-
ing an urgency in my thoughts as 
I experience an empty nest, con-

So tell me….What do I want to do 
with my one wild and precious life?

template early retirement, and help 
care for my 97-year-old mother.  
When will this journey, of having 
to figure out what is the right thing 
to do with the rest of my life, ever 
come to an end?  

Well, the crossroads and forks in 
the road are staring me in the face 
again, and I do not know which 
way to go. As I now see it, these 
current mentioned dilemmas offer 
me an opportunity. I ask myself, 
have I yet found my passion in life, 
am I doing the “right thing”, am I 
using my gifts wisely, am I making 
a difference in this world? I know 
I want to be able to say yes to all 
of these questions, but I honestly 
must admit I often feel the answer 
is no.   

Why am I now questioning myself?   
Am I unhappy or dissatisfied with 
where I currently find myself in life?  
I really don’t think so, it is not that 
simple. The beauty lies in the ques-
tions I asked myself above. Maybe 
I just wonder what else there is out 
there for me to experience in this 
time I have left here on earth…..
what fulfilled passion am I missing, 
what can I still do to make a differ-
ence, what gifts can I offer up?  

If you have ever felt even a little bit 
like this, I invite you to take a leap 

of faith and partake in the educa-
tional opportunity coming here to 
St. David’s this fall. We are fortu-
nate to have the Episcopal Church 
of Minnesota at our disposal, lead-
ing us in a new program of self-
discovery entitled CROSSROADS. 
Participation in this program will 
include attending six sessions, 
ninety minutes long, happening 
over three months’ time. It will of 
course involve eating, reading, 
discussing, and searching…. 
all done in community here at  
St. David’s, along with fellow  
St. David’s parishioners. It will be 
a time in which we hope to discern 
who we are and what God might 
be calling us to do in all our walks 
of life.  

So, what do I want to do with the 
rest of my life? Good question!  I 
hope to find some answers after 
participating in CROSSROADS, 
but if I don’t that is OK. The jour-
ney towards that discovery may 
be just enough for now.  As a wise 
woman once told me, “we are all 
longing to live the lives we were 
created to live”

Sign up now for CROSSROADS  
in the narthex or undercroft.  
Session dates are September 15, 
29; October 13, 27; and November 
10, 17. Hope to see you there!

CROSSROADS
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You may have wondered who and how the altar is 
prepared for Sunday and special services (weddings, 
baptisms and funerals). The answer is the Altar  
Guild. We set the table for the Lord’s Supper – Holy 
Eucharist. We have 4 teams (one for each week of 
the month with a rotation for months with 5 Sundays). 
The week begins on Saturday morning and ends on 
the following Friday evening. Each team is respon-
sible for any services that week. During holidays such 
as Easter and Christmas, all members are invited to 
help out. 

The ministry is open to men, women and children 
over 12. This can be a family ministry. Although 
teams often meet and set up on Saturdays, each 
team sets its own schedule and often do part or all of 
the prep on Thursday or Friday evenings. This can be 
a happy, fun time as we prepare for the feast. Training 
is offered and there are complete instructions posted 
in the Sacristy. 

If you are interested or feel called, we would love to 
have you join this ministry. Please feel free to contact 
me or any of the members of the Altar Guild with any 
questions or to join. This is an important ministry to 
all who attend services at St. David’s. Gretchen Lord: 
952-988-0871 dwightgrenlord@aol.com. 

Creekside Service 
August 21st

Sunday, August 21st, at 9:30 am we will 
be gathering at the creek for an outdoor 
service of Holy Eucharist with Baptisms 
across Minnetonka Boulevard at Mills 
Park Gazebo. Plan to join us! If you are 
able, please bring chairs and blankets 
to sit on. NOTE: There will be no 8:00 
am Service or Nursery this Sunday.

This has been a crazy  
few years – graduating 
from college… working 
full-time… building my  
career… meeting new  
people… it’s all so busy 
and I’m going in a  
million different  
directions… I need to  
take a little time and  
reflect on what my true 
calling is… CROSSROADS 
seems like a real  
opportunity to do  
just that.

Altar Guild –  
Are you called  
to this ministry?
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At St. David’s, we seek to be Christ to one another,  
celebrating with others the joys of life as well as 
walking alongside those who are hurting and  
suffering.

Love and caring abound at St. David’s and many 
acts of kindness take place quietly, without most 
of us even knowing about them.

Our Pastoral Care Team is in place to provide a 
framework for and oversee some of St. David’s  
pastoral care ministries. Members of the team 
include: the Rev. Katherine Lewis,  Martha Hatcher, 
Eileen Bezat, Julie Morehouse, Bill Jacobs, Joanne  
Allan, Norma Walton and Pam Whitmore. We look 
for others who might be called to this ministry.

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Contact:  Kathryn Zirbes 9520944-3887

Transportation—to worship, church events, 
medical appointments 
Contact:  Tom Edmond 952-936-0968

Medical Equipment Loan Program 
Contact:  Norma Walton 952-930-1242

Meals for Parishioners Program 
Contact:  Sue List 952-935-3923

Pastoral Visitors 
Contact:  Norma Walton 952-930-1242

Lake Minnetonka Care Center 
Contact:  Sarah Kelsey 952-475-3711

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
Contact:  Steve Johnson 952-935-5043

Prayers of the People 
Contact:  Beth Harvey or  
Katherine Lewis 952-935-3336

St. David’s
Pastoral
Ministries

Meals for  
Parishioners  
Program
St. David’s has long been known as a caring 
congregation. One way this caring is evident  
is in the number of meals that have been 
provided over the years to many parishioners 
in times of physical distress and/or emotional 
stress.  Nourishing meals prepared by fellow 
parishioners are brought and delivered to  
folks who are ill, injured or newly discharged 
from the hospital, to families gathered with 
their loved one during the final days of  
hospice care, to people just not up to  
preparing nutritious meals due to a variety  
of circumstances.

Meals for Parishioners, a pastoral care  
program, is a wonderful way to help fellow  
parishioners in time of need. The home-
cooked meals provide both sustenance and 
comfort. Time and again, those receiving 
meals express deep appreciation for these 
gifts of food and caring. 

Would you like to help with this outreach  
program? Volunteers are usually called just  
a few times a year to provide a meal. Such  
an easy, yet meaningful, way to volunteer  
a bit of your time! If you are interested in  
participating, please contact Sue List by 
phone at 952-935-3923 or by email at  
sml2day@aol.com.  
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By Gretchen Lord

 As many of you know we have 
formed Stewardship Teams corre-
sponding with the various ministries 
at St. David’s, one of which is the 
Worship/Liturgy Team. This team 
encompasses the services, the music, 
the Altar Guild, ushers, acolytes, etc.  
We’ve decided to highlight one min-
istry that falls under the umbrella 
of Worship/Liturgy that you may be 
less familiar with: The Funeral and 
Wedding Ministry.

About a year ago, Rev. Lewis  
approached Katherine (Kitsy) Meyer 
and Gretchen Lord with a minis-
try idea. Would we be willing to 
be co-leaders for this new team (a 
revision of past ideas)? The focus is 
to provide non-clerical support for 
families who are having weddings 
or funerals at St. David’s. Kitsy and 
I have been involved with the Altar 
Guild and usher functions for several 

years. The idea is for us to work 
with the families to coordinate the 
behind-the-scenes portions of the 
service.  As part of this process, we 
have reached out to many members 
of the congregation for help such as 
setting up for the reception in the 
undercroft, work with the caterers, 
make the coffee, help with serv-
ing and clean up and pack up any 
leftovers after the services. We have 
had a number of services since we 
instituted this ministry and have had 
much feedback. The response from 
the members has been great with 
lots of help for the events. Many 
of you may have seen us in action 
during the recent funeral/memorial 
services.

The way we are set up is that we 
maintain a list of those who have 
agreed or offered to be part of this 
ministry.  The idea is that we have a 
pool to draw from for these times. If 

you are available, great, but if you are 
not available for a particular service 
(or are otherwise involved with it), 
that is fine. We will maintain a list of 
email addresses and phone numbers 
and will contact all at the time we 
are advised of a need. 

If any member of the congrega-
tion would like to join our group or 
have questions, please let us know. 
Your help is always welcome. We 
will not be preparing food, but may 
be setting out the food and refilling 
platters. Thank you to all of you who 
have already offered to be part of 
a ministry to make these times less 
stressful for the families involved. We 
can be reached by phone, email or 
in person. 

Kitsy: 952-935-1744 
kmhampgrp@aol.com 
or 
Gretchen: 952-988-0871 
dwightgrenlord@aol.com

St. David’  Wedding and Funeral Ministry 

Helping to Celebrate Life
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2016 Blessings and Bounty 
Gala...Howdy Partner!
This year’s fundraising gala will be on November 12th from 5:00-9:00 pm. 
We’re switching things up a bit and will be having a full-fledged pig roast 
with all the trimmings! To lend to the fun, western apparel is suggested 
(but not required). 

As in in years past, it will be an evening of merriment, complete with a si-
lent auction, a live auction, a raffle, great music and of course, a splendid 
meal! It’s a great opportunity to socialize with our fellow parishioners and 
hopefully meet a few we perhaps hadn’t met before. 

While this will be a fun and casual event, it’s important to remember that 
this is our largest fundraiser of the year, and we want to fill the undercroft 
to the rafters!! We encourage all to come and to invite a friend or friends 
to accompany you to this very festive evening. 

And we’ve lowered the cost, to boot!!

When: November 12, 2016, 5:00-9:00 pm

Where: St. David’s Episcopal Church 

Cost: $50 

See you there!!

Nov. 12th
5:00-9:00 pm
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Mark your calendar 
for Fall youth events!
We have a busy schedule of St. David’s fall 
youth events, many of them with the youth from 
Church of the Epiphany and Trinity Excelsior.

Wed., Aug. 31  
Movie Night at Cardas, with Trinity & Epiphany

Sun., Sept. 11  
Ropes Course and picnic after the 9:30 service

Fri., Sept. 23-Sat., Sept. 24  
Peer Ministry Training, Epiphany

Sun., Oct. 9  
Severs Corn Maze, with Trinity and Epiphany 

Sat., Oct. 15  
7:00 pm Play: “Invisible” by Chain Reaction  
Theatre Project–A play about teen homeless-
ness in the suburbs, hosted by St. David’s

Fri., Oct. 21-Sun., Oct. 23 
Teens Encounter Christ weekend, St. Luke’s, 
Minneapolis

Fri., Nov. 18-Sat., Nov. 20  
Teens Encounter Christ weekend at  
St. Stephen's, Edina

Wed., Dec. 14  
Cookie Baking  for Middle School

St. David’s Pastoral Care Team helps coordinate 
rides for parishioners who cannot drive  
themselves. If you would like to help provide 
transportation for parishioners from time to  
time or, if you have a transportation need, please 
contact Tom Edmond at 952-936-0968. 

Transportation to St. David’s

No experience necessary to join others for 
Contemplative Prayer Monday mornings 
from 9:00-9:30am. We meet in the Confer-
ence Room/Oratory, opening with a reflective 
reading, meditating for twenty minutes  
and then closing with prayer. For more  
information, contact the Rev. Katherine 
Lewis at klewis@stdavidsparish.org.

Monday Morning  
Contemplative Prayer

On Tuesday, August 30, St. David’s volunteers 
will be serving dinner at St. Gabriel’s Church 
in Hopkins. This is a great opportunity to give 
back to our neighborhood and provide families 
in need with a nutritious meal. We need volun-
teers for cooking (3-3:30), serving (5:15) and 
clean-up (5:45-6:30).  

If you can help out that Tuesday, please sign 
up in the undercroft on Sunday or contact Guy 
Drake at: gadrake@comcast.net  

Everything is changing.  We will 
be empty-nesters soon. We will 
always be parents but we are 
more than that… aren’t we?  
We are excited to take part in 
CROSSROADS.  Together, we 
are ready to listen and search 
and be open to God’s call.
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Kids Choir is Back

Bell Choir Begins
Bell Choir rehearsal starts up again Wednesday, 
September 14th. Come join this fun, energetic 
group of music readers AND non-readers. The  
Bell Choir rehearses on Wednesday nigts from  
6:15-7:15 pm and performs periodically throughout 
the year under the direction of Pam Schroeder. 
Please contact Pam @ pam618@comcast.net or 
(612) 749-7799 with any questions.

We’re BACK and we need YOU!

To ease back into the routine, we’re starting off 
with a night of singing and fun!

Please come Wednesday, September 7th  
from 7-9 pm with soaring voices and open 
hearts.

Bring a snack or a drink to share.

Choir Highlights this year will include:

• SOUP & SONG Caroling event in December

• Choir Appreciation Sunday in the spring 

•  A choir-sponsored all-congregational TAL-
ENT SHOW

Newcomers encouraged!  
All that is required is a love of music. We re-
hearse from 7:15-8:45 every Wednesday and 
sing most Sundays between September and 
May. 

NOW LET US SING!

We will be performing on November 6th, All Saints 
Sunday.

All kids through 5th grade are welcome – Solo/duet 
parts available for brave souls

Rehearsals on Sunday following the 9:30 service 
from Oct. 9 – 30.

Hope to see you!

As part of our exploration process the 
CROSSROADS group will be using 
the book Sacred Compass: The Way 
of Spiritual Discernmennt by J. Brent 
Bill. You can purchase your copy on 
your own or indicate on the sign-up 
sheet you’d like St. David’s to order it 
and you’ll pick it up and pay for it at 
the first session. 

“Offering a fresh and deeper way to 
live a God-directed life that eschews 
simple spiritual solutions, this volume 
explains that discernment is unique 
to each person. The text leads the 
reader into a life of continuous experi-
ences of God and of transformation.”

Sacred Compass: Book Selection 
for CROSSROADS Group

Have you missed the 
choir this summer?
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broaden our knowledge, stir up some 
discussion (maybe even within our 
selves), and perhaps form a different 
view of the world around us.

Years ago, in Antarctica, a ship-
mate and I sat on a rock along the 
shore watching penguins doing their 
mating rituals, in that case collecting 
pebbles for a nest to impress poten-
tial mates.  One dignified male busily 
waddled about collecting pebbles 
and stealing a lot from his neighbors.  
He built a large nest.  My rock-mate 
told me “If my daughter were a 
penguin, that’s the one I’d want her 
to marry…” And after a while more 
watching his methods, “or maybe 
not.”  This started an exchange of 
thoughts on “what is success?” and 
“what do we really want to do to get 
it?”  This was a real  “learning expe-

rience” for both of us.  What are some of your random 
learning experiences?  What did you learn from them?

Our life as people and as Christians changes.  What 
we think and know now are only little parts of what 
we can know and what is known.  If we learn some-
thing new, we can work better, live better, and do better.  
(Remember where we heard that? As Episcopalians, our 
church often tells us, we can “learn, do, and be.”) Learn-
ing something new and different, and perhaps thinking 
about things in another way keeps our minds working, 
neither stagnating nor deteriorating.  Most of all, learning 
something about the world, our jobs, our lives and our 
selves is fun, and beats sitting on the couch.  As we learn, 
we grow as Christians and as people.

 Why are we talking to you now about lifetime learn-
ing? For years we at St. David’s have had excellent Sun-
day speakers and forums after the 9:30 service, and more 
recently also on occasional Wednesday evenings, along 
with choir and bell choir practices and youth groups.  
Wednesday forums have also been popular.  We would 
like to have more, and perhaps to correlate them with 
other parts of our adult formation goals, as well as with 
the goals we have set for our various children and youth 
programs.  We are learning what all of us may need, and 
would like everyone to be aware, and attend as much as 
possible, these more formal  “learning” programs.  The 
Fall schedule for all these programs will be published 
soon. See you there!

By Richard Woellner

When I was 8 years old, my parents 
later reminded me, I told my family 
that I was ok with staying in school, 
but I really didn’t think that there was 
much more to learn now that I had 
conquered the multiplication tables.  
We have all gotten to similar mile-
stones where we have decided that 
the time has come when we should 
quit learning and actually do some-
thing.  We have graduated from high 
school, college, grad school or voca-
tional school, finished our apprentice-
ship, passed the bar exam or medi-
cal specialty boards, and have been 
confirmed, ordained, or elected to 
something.  All this learning is behind 
us.  Why do we need or want to keep 
on learning?

 We all know that is wrong.  The 
world changes.  Knowledge in our chosen field changes. 
Everything progresses, or hopefully improves.  We 
change.  And there is always something more to know.  
We think of  “learning” as something that we get from 
lectures, sermons, books and such.  We also go to differ-
ent places, talk with different people, and do different 
things. In all those occasions, and perhaps especially 
those in places and activities unusual for us, we can 

Be a Lifetime Learner

As a parent with school aged 
children, my schedule is the 
busiest it has ever been. In 
the rare moments when I can 
pause, I think about how I am 
using my waking hours. I love 
being  a parent (most of the 
time!), and I love certain aspects 
of my job, but something inside 
of me is telling me that my best 
talents aren’t being used. How 
can I fit in time to explore this 
and where would I do that? I’m 
going to CROSSROADS to help 
me listen for God’s calling.
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This was a question several of us 
asked, following a forum presented 
by Beacon Interfaith Housing Col-
laboration this last year at St. David’s.  
Beacon is an experienced devel-
oper of affordable and supportive 
housing.   Beacon along with lead 
housing congregation, Wayzata Com-
munity Church, are proposing the 
creation of affordable housing for 
working families in our west metro 
area.  

To find out, what does afford-
able housing look like, several of us 
toured Beacon’s multi-family apart-
ment building in south Minneapolis 
called Creekside Commons.  We 
were greeted by beautiful landscap-
ing and an attractive, arts and crafts 
design building.  In the yard there 
was a small playground for children 
and green space with chairs for re-
laxing.   This building is green certi-
fied, there is an underground garage 
and a laundry room on each floor.  
Community rooms, computer rooms 
and beautifully maintained building 
and grounds make this a very desir-
able home in which any of us would 
feel comfortable.  

Following the tour we learned 
a little more about the process 
involved in developing affordable 
housing.  Beacon partners with 

congregations, in this case May-
flower Church, and over a period of 
3 years on an average, a site is found, 
funding is secured from a variety of 
sources, planning and development 
takes place.  Mayflower Congrega-
tion provides ongoing supports 
helping children with homework 
and offering English as a Second 
Language classes.  Beacon hires 
property managers and supportive 
services as needed. 

According to an article from 
WCCO TV, during a visit to Minne-
sota In 2015, HUD Secretary Julian 
Castro said the country is in an 
affordable housing crisis.  He added 
that having affordable, stable hous-
ing enhances prosperity across the 
city.  Investing in affordable housing 
should take place in the suburbs as 
well as older, distressed neighbor-
hoods.  Secretary Castro went on 
to credit Mayflower Church and 
Beacon for thinking outside the box 
to build Creekside Commons.  He 
called Creekside Commons a “shin-
ing example of affordable housing.”  
When it opened, 750 people applied 
for the 47 apartment units.  A lottery 
system decided who would move 
into Creekside Commons.  

The need for affordable hous-
ing exists in our own west metro 

communities as well, so Beacon is 
partnering with Wayzata Commu-
nity Church, St. Martin’s Episcopal 
Church, Bet Shalom Congregation 
and St. David’s to raise awareness 
and invite individual and group dis-
cussions on “who is welcome in our 
neighborhoods?”  As a congregation, 
St. David is unable to contribute fi-
nancially at this time, but our aware-
ness of the need, listening sessions 
with each other, prayer and support 
is a starting point. Watch for updates 
on progress being made towards 
this affordable housing goal.  

If you’d like to find out more how 
you help, contact: Carol Johnson at 
twokat@centurylink.net 

What Does  
Affordable Housing Look Like?

I am a ways past 
70, but am still 
not too old to 
learn and grow – 
and contribute.  
I’m signing up for 
CROSSROADS to 
see what God  
is calling me to 
do next
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